February 2, 2010








Telecommunications Facilities Program, Room 4812
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Dear PTFP grant reviewer:

I am writing to express my support for the Friends of Black Rock High Rock educational FM radio station project.  The community of Gerlach/Empire with it’s proximity to the Black Rock Desert High Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area is rich in natural and cultural history.  Currently this community is underserved by existing media outlets with the closest market being Reno, over 100 miles away.  While the area is very isolated, it attracts over 150,000 visitors annually.

The Burningman event represents the single largest influx of visitors to the area, with nearly 50,000 participants descending on a community of 500 year round residents.  Currently BMIR-FM provides information to event participants regarding traffic, respect for the local culture and environment as well as other critical event information.  However we operate with limited power and are just able to cover the footprint of the event which is several miles outside Gerlach.  The ability to reach event participants traveling on Highway 447 while they are still a significant distance away presents an opportunity to minimize the impact of the event on the local community by educating and informing participants as well as promoting local business and culture.

I am confident that this station would benefit the community by:

1.  Providing local residents with news and information from a variety of local, national and international sources.

2.  Produce local programs that connect listeners to their communities and that highlight the music, arts, culture and literature of region.

3.  Provide local youth with learning opportunities in radio.

4.  Encourage stewardship of the unique natural environment by both year round residents and visitors.

It is my belief that this radio station would be a great benefit to the region and community and I urge your support of this project.

Bob Sommer

BMIR-FM Station Manager
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