2/1/2010

Public Telecommunications Facilities Program, Room 4812
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20230


To whom this does concern:

My name is Karen Valitzski and I am a resident of Empire, Nevada and acting Chair of the Gerlach /Empire Citizen Advisory Board.  I see a great need to bring communications into our rural area.   The Northern Nevada region has no ability to make public announcements to the locals about important upcoming events or urgent safety information such as a fire or storm.  When visitors enter the area there could be this voice on a radio inviting you to our conservation area providing visitor information.  The broadcast invite could be filled with interesting sites to see and important trails and boundaries to stay within as well as where to go should you need any help.  A radio station could help business grow in the area by bringing awareness the beautiful Black Rock Desert and the Sheldon Antelope Refuge possibly drawing visitors in.  Not to mention how much a radio station could help with traffic directions and info during some of the major events that take place on the playa.

Matthew Ebert is a former Citizen Advisory Board Member and a very active member of the Gerlach Community.  I have known Matthew for 5 years.  Matthew has always been heavily involved with community development in Gerlach since I first met him. Recently I was at the Nevada Rural Economic Development conference with Matthew and I learned about bringing communications to a community as a survival method for a rural community and I fully agree that communications are essential to Gerlach survival.
We are way behind the times with communications and a Radio Station would be an excellent place to start and Matthew Ebert would be an excellent person to start up the program.  I know Matthew as a very sincere, educated and hard working person who is quite capable of facilitating this type of project. The project is great for Gerlach!
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